Medico-ciiirurgical Review.
[July 1 the breech or feet presented. In all the four, where the upper extremities presented, turning was performed?and all the lives of the mothers were saved.
In two, the children were still-born. In one case, the contraction of the uterus was so violent, the hand was obliged to be withdrawn, and 120 drops of laudanum exhibited, after which the operation was performed with facility.
In presentations of the lower extremities the mothers were all saved, and the only instances where the infants were sacrificed were those where the head had been jammed in the pelvis by ill-directed attempts at extraction previously to admission. These cases were almost entirely left to themselves till the breech was expelled, when the usual attention was paid to insure that the face of the child should be turned towards the sacrum of the mother. After the extraction of the arms, the chin was depressed by placing the finger in the mouth of the child in the usual way, so as to give the head the direction of the axis of the pelvis, and to cause the biparietal, instead of the occipito-mental, to be the moving diameter. In the progress of the case the ligature was tightened occasionally ; but, on the 16th day, the cervix uteri, not being completely divided, was drawn down, and severed across with a bistoury. For upwards of a month, the patient appeared to be doing well; recently, however, the ulceration recommenced at the place where the tumour was separated, and all the former distressing symptoms have returned. Still the case is important, as shewing how far the uterus will bear, with impunity, the application of the ligature, there being no threatening of peritoneal inflammation or retention of urine, during the time the ligature was on the uterus. The author, in future, would prefer the knife to the ligature. We must close this review of Dr. Cusack's paper with the following case.
